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James Wiswell Coffin, 2d. had a new
but' fully Hedged philosophy buzzing
in his brain. Enlightenment had come
In a hint dropped by Coffee Julia him-
self.

The curve of fortune is like a wave, i

It should then be played heavily while
it ascends, and lightly on the decline.
Mine is undoubtedly rising. Co to!
I shall proceed to gamble I"

liut how gamble at midnight with j

a capital of but one dime? In no other
ir. tv, world i it o a v as In

Kan Francisco, that ouaint rendezvous
of saloons and cigar stands. The ci-

gar slot machine or "harrl luck box"
is a nickle lottery played by good and
bad alike; for it has a reputation no
shadier than the church raffle or the
juvenile grabbag, and is tolerated as
a harmless safety valve for the lust
of gambling.

Gunchke'a cigar shop was still open
as Coffin reached the corner of Bush
street. He walked briskly inside tl.e
open salesroom (for a cigar shop tias
but thre walls in San Franci.ic.V.s
gentle clime) and. with the assurance
of one who has just touched a hump-
back and the carelessness of a million-
aire, he exchanged Coffee John's dime
for two nickels, dropped one down the
slot of the machine on the counter ::nd
sprang the handle. The five wheals of
playing cards whirled madly, 'hen
stopped, leaving a poker hand exposed
behind the wire. He had caught a
pair-o- f kings, good for a "bit" .iga.

Coffin was disappointed and yet alter
all, there was a slight gain 'n the
transaction. Investing 5 cents he had
won 12 1-- 2 cents worth of merchan-
dise. It was not sufficiently marvel-
ous to turn his head, but his luck
was evidently on the up-curv- e. though
it was rising slowly enough. lie took
the other nickel and jerked the han-
dle again, awaiting with calmneis for
the cards to come to a standstill.

As the wheels settled into place a
man with green eyes and a bediamond-- d

shirt front came up and leaned over
Coffin's shoulder. "Gocd work! A
straight flush, by crickety! forty ci-

gars! Get in and break the bank,
young fellow!"

Coffin turned to him with noncha-
lance, while the clerk marked the
winnings in a book. "Sn am! I know
when I've got enough."

"flay for me, then, will you?" the
other rejoined. "You've got luck, you
Lave."

"I don't propose to make a present
of it to you, if I have; I need every
stitch of It myself." And then Coffin
touched with a happy thought, began
to swagger. "Beside, if I'm going to
emoke this forty up tonight I've sot
to get busy myself." He looked know-
ingly at the goods displayed for his
choice, pinching the wrappers. "I've
never had all the cfgars I could smoke
yet, and I'm going to try my limit.
Got any African Panatelas, Colorado
Maduro?" he asked the clerk. A small
box was taken down from the shelf.
Coffin accepted it and walked leisurely
toward the door.

"Good Lord!" cried the stranger, fol-

lowing him. "You don't think you can
tackle forty cigars on a stretch, do
you? Kid. it'll kill you."

"It's a beautiful death," coffin re-

plied, jauntily, "you can tell mamma
I died happy." The clerk grinned.

"Strikes me you're troubled with
youngness," said the stranger, looking
him ovar.

Coffin ruffled at his patronizing tone.
"See here!! D'you think I can't get
away with these forty cigars, smoking
'em in an end-to-e- nd chain down to
one-inc- h butts?"

"I bet you a hundred dollars. you get
sick as a pig first!" was the reply

Taken!" Coffin cried, and, weat at

FELL OFF AS SHE CROSSED POLK

him with fire i:i his eyes. "See here,
left all my money on my grand piano.

out if you'll trust me I'll trust you
without stakes he!d. We'll get the j

clerk here to fee fair play, and if I
don't see this box to a finish or pay j

up, you two can push the face oft me. '

What d'you say?" i

The gieen-eye- d st ranged, who had
evidently money to spend foolishly,
and a night to waste in doing it, as-

sented jovially. Tho two waited till
the clerk had put up the screen at tne
front of the shop, and then walked
with him around to California street.
Half way up the first block stood an

ed wooden house painted Indian lastuon, wmcti is pretty easy,
drab, with green biinds. in striking and she came and lived with me in
contrast to the highest brick buildings - my hut.
that surrounded it. The frame had Since then I've had plenty of the
been brought around Cape Horn in stuff that's supposed to make a man
'4'J, and in pioneer days the place had happy, but I'm blov.ed if I was over
been one of the most fashionable happier than I was that winter, living
boarding houses in town. Chinatown with the trite and married to Kate,
now crowded it in; it had fallen into' Well, that winter was over with at
disrepute, and was visited only by the last. It came spring, or what you
poorer class of foreigners. Over the might call spring, with the ice begin-entran- w

was u sign bearing the in- - mng to melt and the sun getting up
script ion. "Hotel de France." Here for a little while every day, lighter and
the falesmin r.ad a room. j

The three rv.en sat down and took
oft their coats and col!a-.- s for comfort.
James Wiswell Coffin. 3d. opened the
box of Panatelas and regarded them
with a sentimental eye.

He l it the end off the first cigar I

and struck a match. Then li bowed
to the company with the theatrical
air of a man about to touch off a load- - j

ed bomb. "Gentlemen. I Proceed to
take my degree of Bachelor of Nico-
tine, if I don't !!unk." He lighted the
tobacco, quoting, "Ave, Caesar!" Mo-ritu- ri

te salutant!" and Mew forth a
ring of smoke. It floated upward,
smooth and even. hovered over his
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Maybe it was because she was
gone on me. I oughtn't to say,
neither, but sure was. I did a
hen p of thinking. She had grit and
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thoughtfully at the j learning that you forget. I

"It burns all right," he paid; "I wont knew she'd remember before she got
have put kerosene on 'em to make through, and she Oi l. She her
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like she said we would. Lord,
that was a bonanzx all right! You
could dig out nuggets with a stick
It was the Katakoolanat diggings you
ma' hav- - rd about,

.

j When I had naked out nt" claims
two prospec'ors rrot wind of It and.
started the rush. I got our band to
move up and help me hold our rights
and when some Seattle agents offered
me $400,000 for my claims, I took it
you bet.

The first thing I did after that was
to pay back 100. dog3 for the ten
had promised for Kate; then I bought
up all the provisions I could get hold
of eggs 11 a piece, bacon $5 a pound

and I fed our band of Indians till
they couldn't hold any more. It was
Kate brought me the luck, and I felt
the winnings were more hers than
mine. There wasn't anything too good
for her. When a Scandinavian mis-
sionary came up to the place we went
and got married white fashion, for I
wanted my wife to be respected, and
after that I insisted that everybody
should call' her Mrs. Saul Timney,
which made her feel about six foot
high every time she heard it.

Well, sir, Kate was a study in those
times. She couldn't quite get it
through her head for a good while why
we could put it over the rest of 'em the
way we did. The more I got for her,
the more puzzled she was. I recall the
first time she ever saw money passed.
It was when I bought the dogs. I
was paying J20 gold pieces out of a
sack, and she asked me what they
were. She thought they were stones,
because they looked more than any-
thing else like the flat, round pebbles
she had seen on the beach, the kindyou throw to skip on the water.

"They're just like allgacheek," I
said; then partly for the joke on her,
I said, "Good medicine (meaning
magic); you can get anything you
want with 'em!"

"Give me some," said Kate, not quite
believing me, for it was a pretty big
story to swallow, according to her
ideas, so I handed her over a stack of
twenties.

She took them and went out to try
the magi.;. Going up to first man shemet, she held out the whole lot to
him, asking him for hl? slicker. When
I came up and said it was all right, he
reeled it right ofT and handed it over
to her, grabbing the money quick.
That was a new one on her, and she
couldn't quite believe it then. Well,
it was funny to see the way she act-
ed. She pretty near bought up every-
thing in camp she took a fancy to,
just for the fun of seeing the magic
work, and she was as excited as a kid
with a brand new watch.

We came out of the country finally,
and took a steamer for San Francisco
for I wante.I to see the old town again
and show Kate what big citie.? were
like, beside giving her the chance to
spend all the money she wanted on
togs and Jewelry. We drove up from
the wharf in the best turnout I could
find, and put up at the Palace Hotel
in the triaal suite. The best was none
too good for Kate and me while I was
flush.

I rather guess we broke the record
for spending, the two weeks we stayed
there. I had three or four cases of
champagne open in my room all the
time, and the bell boys knew they
didn't have to be asked, but would
just pop the cork and let her fizz. I
got a great big music box that cost
more than a piano, with drums and
De is inside, and we kept it a going
while we were eating, which was most
of the time we weren't out doing the
town. I Mowed myself for an outfit
of sparkler?, of which this stone in
my shirt front is the last sole survivor.
I bought more clothes than I could
weir in tn years.

Kate went me one better. Gee! She
did have a time! Of course, woman
like, though she was a squaw, the first
thing she thought about after she saw
white women on the wharves at Skag-'wa- y

was clothes. Mrs. Saul Timney
had to dress the part, and she was
bound to do it if it half killed her.
which it did. She bought a whole civ-ilz- ed

outfit of duds at the White
House In 'Frisco, and got the chamber
maid to help her into them: that's

, where she got the first jolt. It wasn't
so easy as it looked. She couldn't walk
In the high heeled shoes they wear
here, and so she kept on moccasins.
Corsets she gave up early in the game.
They didn's show anyway, being in-
side. Finally she got a dressmaker to
rig her up a sort of a loose red dress
that they call a Mother Hubbard. Her
favorite cover was an ermine cape.
She bought it because it cost more
than anything else in the fur store.
She Just splurged on hats .and bonnets.
I reckon she had a new one every day.
The thing that tickled her most was
gloves, for her hands were good and
little. She wore white ones all the
time. I s'pose it was because she felt
she loked more like an American wo
man that way.

The swell togs she couldn't wear she
bought just the same. We skated
through town like a forest fire, me tlo-in- g

the talking and her the picking out.
She got darned near everything that I
ever knew women wore, and a big lot
of othrs I never had heard of.

Every time she picked a thing and
pulled out the yellow boys to pay for
it her eyes stuck out. Of course, not
bing used to doing business that way.
it look'n'. to her like every clerk be
hind the counter was her slave, .ill
ready to give her anything she said.
She never got over her wonder at llu
'medicine stones."

She had to stop In front of ever;
Jewelry store she saw, too, but I
couldn't get her to buy anything worth
weailng. She jurt turned up her nose
at diamonds and rubies, but at the
sight of a cheap string of beads she
went out of her head. She generally
wore five or six necklaces of 'etn ovtr
her caue. Lord, I didn't care and
wuat she wanted she got.

Well, after she'd let the money run
away from her for a couple of voeks.
she got tired of the game and kind of
homesick. She begun to pine fov eclu
weather and ice and all, while I was
just beginning to enjoy the place I
tried to brace her up, and thinking it
might please her to hear the seal: baric
at the Cliff House, we drove vut there
in a hack.

We were down to the "Whits House'
store one day, vhr-- I run si hp iiuo
Flora Donovan, that u.d to live next
do.'ir to us in Vilginia City. Shr. was
only a kid when I went North. S le d
grown up into oo.isiderable of a wo-
man now. but I knew her. So I went
up to he. and off tied to shake hands.
She glared preety hard until I told her
who I was and how money iiad come
my way. It seems her folks had struck
it rich, too.'and she had more money
than she kne"- - what to do with

When, P'lora caught sirrht of Kate,
ftaring at her, behind me, he flopped
up one of th .!.? sra.ctacles with hand-
les and her eyebrows went up at the
same time. She froze like an icepack.
I al'ow the two women didn't look
alike, but I wouldn't let anybody snub
my wife if I could help it, so I Intro-
duced them calling Kate Mrs. Saul
Timney, the way she ' liked to have
me. Flora sprang something about be- -

I ing "charmed," and then said she had

but nothing about Kate. I noticed.
I followed her off with my eyes, she

was so nrettv and hlc-h-ton- now th
first decent white woman I'd talked to the cop on the beat came up and drove

years, and honest oh, well, hang,'ern away and collected another pair of
it. a man's got no license to be asham- - .twenties.
ed of his wife, but I don't know Kate
did look kind of funnv in that red
Mother Hubbard and the ermine cape
and straw hat with moccasins and five
strings of glass beads doggone it, I
hated myself for being ashamed of her,
which I wasn't really, only somehow j

she looked different than she did be -
fore.

j
!

I tried to get her away but she stood
stock-sti- ll watching Flora, who had
walked off down to the cloak depart- - J

ment at the end of the aisle. But, if
Kate don't want, to move, all hell and j

an iceberg can't budge her, and I stood
myself with her. feelin3 eruiitv enoiieh. i

though I was just as fond of my wife '

as ever. AH of a sudden Kate made a
break for the counter where Flora j

Donovan was buying a cloak. The
clerks all knew Flora by this time and
the floorwalker chap would come on
the and turn j

the shop upside down for her. So when
she came up behind Miss Donovan and
pointed to three of four expensive '

heavy cloaks and threw out .a sack
of double eagles to pay for 'c-- letting
the clerk take out what she wanted,
she had everybody staring at her
Flora included.

I could see well enough what was
in Kate's mind. She had seen that I
was just a little ashamed of her. for
some reason, and that ' Flora didn't
think she was in her class. Kate want-
ed to show that she was the real thing,
and a sure lady, and the only way
she knew how to prove it was to beat
Flora at buying. Kate didn't exactly
want to put it over her, she only want-
ed to make good as the wife of Saul
Timney.

Flora only said: "Your wife has very
good taste, Mr. Timney," and sailed in-
to the women's underwear corner.
Kate stuck to her like a burr. She was
right at home there, and for about fif-

teen minutes it seemed like all the cash
boys in the world were running in
and out packing away the white things,
just like Kate was a fairy queen giving
orders. She laid down "medicine
stones" on the counter till the flim
flams and thingumbobs aimost dropped
down off the shelves of themselves. I
s'pose a man really has no business to
be in a place like that, but I watched
the two of 'em buy. Kate had actual-
ly got Flora going, and both of 'em
emptied their sacks. Then Flora swept
out, loking a hole through me, but
never saying a word. I heard afterward
that Miss Donovan was pretty well
known to be close-fiste- d, and it must
have hurt her some to let go of all
that money just on aconnt of an in-di- an

squaw. But the clerks behind the
counter nearly went into fits.

Kate came up to me and said: "I
can buy more things than she can,
can't I?" And I said: "Sure you can.
Ka'e; you could buy her right out of
house and home!"

She looked a little relieved then, but
I saw she was jeaioos. and the worst
of it was, I'd given her license to be.
I tried to be as nice as I could, and
bought her another necklace, and took
her to see the kinetoseope and let her
look through the telescope at tfce moon,
but I saw she was still fretting about
Flora. That night I met a fellow from
the Yukon, and I left Kate at the hotel
and made a night of it. I went to bed
with considerable of a head and when
I woke up. toward noon, Kate was
gone. She didn't show up till the next
day after that. I learned afterward
what happened.

Kate started out bright and early to
find Flora. She had got into a black
dress with spangles, patent leather
shoes, and a hat as big as a penguin.
She carried with her all the cash we
had at the hotel running into four
figures easy. The shopping district of
San Francisco ain't such a big place
af;er all. and Kate and Flora only went
to the best and highest priced stores,
so it wasn't long before they met.

As far as I could find out, Kate
didn't have her hatchet out at all, this
trip, but she was just trying to make
up to Flora, and be nice to her and
show she was ready to get acquainted.
You can guess what happened. Flora
tried to pass Kate, but Kate just stood
in the aisle like a house. It was no use
for Flora to try and snub her. for Kate
couldn't understand the kind of polite
slaps in the face that women know
how to give. The only thing was to get
rid of her. so Flora up and went out
the front door to her carriage.

Kate followed her to the sidewalk.
Whfn Flora got in Kate not in right
alongside, grinning all over, showing
her sack of gedd, and trying her best to
be as nice as she could. Flora was
clean flabbergasted. She didn't want
to make a holy show of herself on the
street by calling the police, and so
she told the driver to go home, as the
best way out of it. So they drove to
Van Ness avenue, Flora throwing con-
niption fits, she was so mad, and Kate
smiling and talking Chinook, with her
big hat on one ear.

When they got to the house Flora
jumped out and loped up the steps,
blazing and slammed the door. Kate
tried to follow, but her tight dress and
tight shoes were too much for her, and
ehe fell down. That got Kate's mad
up and when Kate's good and mad
she's a mule. She banged at the door,
but no one opened. So she sat down
on the front doorstep to wait till
Flora came out. Y"ou know what In-

dians are. She was ready to wait all
night. She was used to nights six
months long, a few hours in a San
Francisco fog didn't worry her a bit.
She took off her shoes and loosened
her dress and stuck to the mat.

Finally Flora sent out one of the
hired help to drive Kate away. Kate
pulled out one of her "medicine stones"
that she had always found would work,
and it owrked all right. He went in
with a twenty dollar gold piece and
told all the rest of the help and they
came out one by one and got twenties,
while Kate froze to the door step.
Then Flora telephoned for the police
and a copper came up from the station
to put Kate off the steps. He stopped
when she handed him the first twenty.
He put up his club when she brought
out two more and went back, after
telling the Donovans he couldn't ex-

ceed the law.
There she stayed till 8 o'clock next

morning, but it finally got through her
head that Flora would never leave
while she was there, so Kate decided
to hide out and lay for her. She weat

j steps of the Presbyterian church, a
couple of blocks away, where she drew
a crowd of kids and nurse girls, till

in

About 10 o'clock. Flora thinking the ' t!ie upp-- r d-r- k. ;....V.':i-- .

coast clear, came and got into j a'l of : sudden. !.

her carriage. Kate was ready for her. ! sacks of coin and
holding up her skirts in one hand and J money. by handfuis jt
her shoes in the other. The carriage I terms it in sh..u,-- r

'drove oft and Kate fell in behind on a j ti;l i; : 11

little trot. You know how Indians!
run: they can keep it up all day. and! Well. sir. thf Yuk.:,'.
you can't get away from 'em. Floral211- - I've Mown ii : ..

saw her and made the driver whin un. !

There they went, lickety-spli- t. a j

swell turnout, with Flora yelling at the j

driver to go faster, and about half a i

block behind poor Kate, right in I

the middle of street, on the car I

track, in dinkev onenwoi k lace Uor-k- -

ings, with her shoes in one hand, gohi;. - i

like a steam engine. Her hit off j

as she crossed Polk strc-et- , but Lord. '

fhe didn't care, had barrels of 'em
at the ho'el. I guess they had dear
Hroft all th-- ? way. It must hnv tikt'ii
the crowd like a circus parade.

The police never caught on till they
got to Kearney street, and there I was ,

sianding. looking for my wife. A co;- -
per came out to nail her for a crazy
woman, but I got there first and bun- -
died her into a hack.

When we got up to our rooms he
Via? fu queer and strange ItrU for a
little while I didn't know but she had
gone nutty after all. She never said
a word till she had straightened up her
dress r nd put on her shoes and got out j

a new hat. Then she stood in front of
a big looking glass. Finally she turned
loose on me.

"I want to be white and have a thin
nose and a little waist like an Anieri- - j

can woman. Where can I get that?j
How many medicine stones will it take
to make? me white?" j

"Oh, Kate." I said, " don't talk like ;

that, old girl. You are good enough for '

rr.e. You can't buy all that, anyway."
Then she said. "You don't like me '

the way you like that other woman. ;

How many medicine stones will it take
to make me just as if I was while?"

Of course, I told her I was just as '

fond of htr as ever, but she wouldn't
have it that way. She asked me again
how much money it would take, and I
had to tell her that the magi was no
good for things like that.

That seemed to kind of stun her, and
she began to mope and pnie. She went
back in to her room and puttered (

around some. I didn't have the lie rt ;

to follow her and see what she was up j

to. When she came out shj had on her j

old loose dress and her mocassins Over
her head was the same shawl she wore
when she came out of the Klondyke. i

"Give me my medicine stones," she
said to me. "I want all of them!"

She seemed to feel so sore. I went
out and drew ?2,oon in twenties and
brought 'em to her in two sacks. She
didn't need to tell me what was up.
She was going back to her own coun-
try and her own people. She was sink-
ing the song of her tribe " Dei.th on

White TraiT'when I came in. I
was going to stay in 'Frisco. That was
what Kate wanted, and what Kate
wants she gets every time, if I have
the say-s- o.

It happened there was a steamer go-

ing next morning, and Kate didn't
leave her room nor speak to in '.!! it
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Train leaves Phoenix 7:30 a. m. (city time) frcn
the OILED ROUTE DEPOT. Fare $1.25 and 75c

L. Ii. LAND1S,

General Agent.


